
The Greek National Committee on Large Dams (GCOLD) invites

11th ICOLD 
European Club

Symposium

October
2019 

Bid Book

GreeceCrete,

ΕΕΜΦ
GCOLD





Letter of Invitation

The Greek Committee on Large Dams (GCOLD) would like to invite the European Club 
of ICOLD to host its 11th EURCOLD Symposium on the island of Crete, Greece, in 
October 2019. 

The Greek Committee on Large Dams (GCOLD) was formed in 1964 and immediately 
joined the International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD). It became a member of 
the European Club of ICOLD in 2010 and is actively participating ever since. 

Dam construction in Greece followed the country’s development course. Large projects 
for hydropower, water supply, irrigation and flood protection were constructed in the 
last 50 years. A boom in dam construction occurred in the last 20 years. Many dam 
types were built to adjust to the complicated geological environment, the availability 
of construction materials and the high seismicity of the region. Dam design and 
construction is still strong in Greece.

The island of Crete, situated between the Aegean and the Libyan Sea, has been a cross 
road of ancient civilizations. This has left a rich inheritance of ancient monuments and 
artifacts of unparalleled beauty. Modern Crete, one of the wealthiest parts of Greece, 
has built a number of large dams for irrigation, water supply, flood protection and 
hydro power. Having a substantial infrastructure for conferences and a magnificent 
natural coastal and mountainous environment, it is an ideal place to combine a 
successful EuroCOLD Symposium with field trips and recreational activities. Crete 
in October is warm enough for enjoying outdoor leisure activities and its wonderful 
beaches.

The organization of the 11th ICOLD European Club Symposium for October 2019 in 
Greece will greatly promote the development of dams and the interests of the ICOLD 
in our region. 

The GRCOLD has the support, among others, of the Greek Ministry of Public Works, 
the Region of Crete and the Organization for the Development of Crete in inviting you 
to host the next EuroCOLD Symposium on Crete.

We would be grateful if you decide to host the 11th ICOLD European Club Symposium 
on Crete and we promise that you will be amazed by the Cretan hospitality.

 George Dounias Chara - Rea Papachatzaki
 GCOLD President GRCOLD General Secretary
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Dams in Greece (Dams on Crete)

There are more than 170 large dams in Greece, with 
the majority located on the mainland. (http://www.
eeft.gr/index.files/LargeGr.htm).

Several dams are located on the islands. On the island 
of Crete, Greece’s largest island, six large dams are 
in operation, and two are under construction.

The total reservoir capacity of the dams on Crete is 
over 102 hm3, while the height of the dams varies 
from 38 to 76 m.

Four of the dams are earthfill (TE) and one earthfill/
rockfill (TE/ER), all with impervious core, and one is 
a hardfill dam (FSHD). 

The dams on Crete mainly serve irrigation, water 
supply and flood protection needs.

Dam Name Location Purpose
In 

Operation
Dam Type

Total 
Reservoir 

Capacity (m3)

Dam 
Height 

(m)

Amari 
(Potamon)

Rethymnon, 
Crete, Greece

Irrigation 2008 TE/ER 22.500.000 55

Aposelemis
Heraklion, 

Crete, Greece
Water 
Supply

2012 TE 36.200.000 62

Valsamiotis
Chania, Crete, 

Greece

Irrigation 
/ Water 
Supply

2014 FSHD 6.000.000 67

Ini
Heraklion, 

Crete, Greece
Irrigation 2005 TE 1.790.000 38 

Bramianos
Lasithion, 

Crete, Greece

Irrigation 
/ Water 
Supply

1987 TE 16.400.000 44

Faneromeni 
Messaras

Heraklion, 
Crete, Greece

Irrigation 2004 TE 19.700.000 76

Dam Name Location Purpose Dam Type Reservoir Capacity (m3)
Dam 

Height 
(m)

Plakiotissa
Heraklion, 

Crete, Greece
Irrigation TE 18.600.00 53

Chalavrianos
Heraklion, 

Crete, Greece
Irrigation TE 1.100.00 32

  Table 1 Large dams on Grete in operation

  Table 2 Large dams on Crete under construction
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Organizing Committe

Symposium Themes

European Club Short Course 

Technical Visits

The Organizing Committee will be formed with the participation of European Club officers 
and experts and will be coordinated by the European Club President and General Secretary. 
Regular meetings will be held in Athens and Crete.

The initially suggested Symposium themes are:
 Topic A.  Dam Safety and Risk Management. Social impact and awareness
 Topic B.  Dams to address Climate change issues
 Topic C.  European directives on dams and the water sector
 Topic D.  Managing ageing infrastructure
 Topic E.  Dam monitoring /surveillance and rehabilitation
 Topic F.  Advances in dam engineering
The final themes will be decided by the Organizing Committee.

Following discussions with European Club members it is proposed to hold a short course, 
mainly targeting Young Engineers, on issues of public awareness on dams and sustainable 
development of water potential. 
Alternative topics will be discussed and final decision will be made by the Organizing 
Committee.

Included in the Symposium registration fees there will be a choice of two Technical Visits:

 1st Technical Visit 

A chance to visit Amari Dam, as well as the historical and 
archaeological sites of Arkadi Monastery and the Eleftherna 
Archaeological Site & museum and the breath taking Aghios 
Antonios gorge.

 2nd Technical Visit

A chance to visit the modern Face Symmetrical Hardfill Dam 
of Valsamiotis, the picturesque Kourna Lake and Chania, 
the jewel of Crete.
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 1st Post-Symposium Tour 

A three day tour to Crete that will include visits to dams 
(Faneromeni, Aposelemis, Bramianos etc.), impressive 
natural landscapes (Matala, Lasithi plateau, Elounda, 
Spinalonga etc), archaeological sites (Phaistos, Knossos, 
Heraklion museum etc.) and picturesque small towns and 
villages (Aghia Ghalini, Aghios Nikolaos etc).

 3rd Post-Symposium Tour

A four day tour on Northern Greece that will include visits 
to dams (Aghia Varvara, Assomata, Illarion, Polyphyto, 
Platanovryssi, Thissavros), archaeological sites (Vergina, 
Byzantine Thessaloniki, Athens Akropolis etc.) and visits to 
the country’s major cities (Athens, Thessaloniki) and some 
smaller picturesque towns (Verroia, Kavala).

 2nd Post-Symposium Tour 

A four day tour on the western Greek mainland that will 
include visits to dams (Filiatrinos, Parapeiros, Mornos 
etc.), impressive landscapes (Corinth Canal, Arcadian 
mountains, Kaiafas lake, Rion-Antirion, Corinth Gulf etc), 
archaeological sites (Ancient Athens, Mycenae, Olympia, 
Delphi etc.) and picturesque small towns and villages 
(Kyparissia, Nafpaktos) and a chance to visit Athens, the 
country’s capital.

Pre or Post-Symposium Tours
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Access to Crete

Safety Issues

Currency - Time Zone

Symposium Venues

Heraklion International Airport, “Nikos Kazantzakis” is the primary airport on the island of 
Crete and the country’s second busiest airport after Athens International Airport. It is located 
about 5 km east of the main city center of Heraklion. Over 40 airline companies operate 
flights from most European cities. There are numerous daily flights connecting Crete to 
Athens International Airport. 

The island of Crete is one of the safest places in the world offering to its guests thriving places 
to visit for recreation and leisure. You can walk safely day and night and you should only be 
concerned about controlling yourself not to succumb to yet another tsikoudia (local eau de 
vie) glass offered by your Cretan friends.

Greece is part of the European Monetary union and the local currency is the Euro.
Greece belongs to Greenwich plus 2 hours zone.

Crete is an ideal destination for Congress Tourism. It has got an ideal climate, very large 
Conference facilities and amazing surroundings for tourism and recreation. There is plenty of 
available accommodation in a wide range of costs. 

Out of a large variety of venues we have chosen to propose 2 extraordinary conference 
centres.

The first proposal concerns a unique combination of Aegean Architecture and luxurious 
facilities, situated close to Heraklion International airport and Hersonissos, a long sweeping 
bay of sandy beach and crystal clear water. This venue has been created with loving care and 
attention to detail, characteristic of the many thousands of villages on the Aegean Islands. 

The second proposal concerns an architecturally impressive resort, the ideal complex for 
conference delegates with its state-of-the-art conference facilities and meeting rooms, 
situated on a 500m long sandy beach at the fascinating area of Rethymno. It is one of the 
most beautifully planned hotels in Greece and considered by many the ideal choice.

The venue's conference and banqueting facilities have played host to numerous international 
meetings, seminars and conferences. The conference rooms are fully equipped with technical 
facilities. All conference rooms have natural light and offer spectacular sea and garden views. 
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 Knossos 

Knossos, an important city in antiquity, which was inhabited 
continuously from the Neolithic period until the 5th century 
AD, is situated at the southern part of Heraklion. The Minoan 
palace is the main site of interest, it was the seat of the wise 
king Minos. The earliest traces of inhabitation in the area of 
the palace go back to the Neolithic period (7000-3000) BC). 
The first palace built at Knossos was destroyed, probably by an 
earthquake, about 1700 BC. A second, larger palace was built 
on the ruins of the old one. The reconstruction of the Palace of 
Knossos was carried out by the excavator, Sir Arthur Evans.

Accommodation 

Accommodation Rates

Places of Archaeological Interest

Apart from the above mentioned Congress Venues additional nearby hotels will also be offered 
to the delegates. A large variety of accommodation options suitable for all budgets and 
preferences will be included. Rest assured that you will find a big variety of accommodation in 
hotels, luxury hotels, apartments, suites, villas, etc.

Crete gives visitors the opportunity to enjoy some of the most interesting archaeological 
monuments in Greece.

All accommodation options provided are budget friendly as the following chart shows:

Hotel Category * Single room * Double room

5 ***** Stars From € 120 - € 160 From € 135 - € 175

4 ****   Stars From € 90 - € 120 From € 105 - € 135

3 ***    Stars From € 75 - € 95 From € 90 - € 110

2 **      Stars From € 55 -  € 80 From   € 70 - € 95
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 Phaistos  

Phaistos is Crete’s second largest minoan palace after Knossos 
and is located in southern Crete. It was inhabited from the 
Neolithic period until the foundation and development of the 
Minoan palaces in the 15th century B.C. The Minoan city 
covered a considerable area around the palatial centre. After 
the destruction of the palace in the 15th century, the city 
continued to be inhabited in the Mycenaean and Geometric 
periods, that is, until the 8th century B.C.

 Gortys 

Gortys, also known as Gortyn or Gortyna is one of the most 
important cities in Crete with an unbroken history of 6,000 
years and one of the most extensive archaeological sites 
in Greece. It lies in south central Crete in the fertile Mesara 
plain, the site of the first human habitation of Crete at the end 
of the Neolithic period (5th millennium BC). According to one 
tradition, Gortys was named after its founder Gortys, the son of 
Radamanthys, king of Phaistos and brother of Minos.

 Herakleion Archaeological Museum   

The Archaelogical Museum in Heraklion houses archaeological 
finds from all over Crete. The order in which the exhibits are 
presented is based on the chronological development of 
the Minoan civilization and reflects both the history of the 
excavations and the major discoveries made on Crete. The 
exhibition contains objects mainly from the central and eastern 
Crete, covering 5500 years of Cretan History.

 Eleftherna    

Eleutherna was an ancient city-state in Crete, 25 km southeast 
of Rethymno. It has been continuously inhabited and flourished 
from early pre-historic times till the medieval times. There is a 
rich museum, many impressive structures including an ancient 
bridge, an ancient limestone quarry turned into a spacious 
cistern, public buildings cemeteries etc. It is close to the 
famous monastery of Arkadi.

Places of Archaeological Interest
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Places of Amazing Natural Beauty
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Estimated Registration Fees 
The Temporary Organizing Committee would like to propose the following registration fees.

All registered delegates will have the following benefits:

✓ Admission to all Scientific Sessions
✓ Admission to Exhibition
✓  Congress Material (Program, Abstract Book, Congress bag, Plastic badge, etc.)
✓  Admission to the Opening Ceremony, Welcome cocktail and Gala dinner
✓ Coffee breaks
✓ Certificate of attendance

 Symposium Registration  Fee 

 Participant  € 550 euros 

 Young Participant  € 300 euros

 Registration for the Short Course  Fee 

 Participant  To be discussed 

 Young Participant  To be discussed



ΕΕΜΦ

GCOLD

Congress Secretariat

THESSALONIKI   50Α Stadiou Str., 55534 Pylea, Thessaloniki 
T: +302310 247743, +302310 247734, F:  +302310 247746, Email: info@globalevents.gr 
ATHENS  21 Aggelou Metaxa Str., Galleria Shopping Center, 16675 Glyfada, Attiki
T:  +30210 3250260, F: +302310 247746, Email: athens@globalevents.grwww.globalevents.gr


